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The Old Law, or A New Way to Please You is a seventeenth-century tragicomedy written by
Thomas Middleton, William Rowley, and Philip Massinger. It was first published in 1656, but
is generally thought to have been written about four decades earlier. The first edition The
play first appeared in a badly-printed 1656 quarto issued by the bookseller Edward Archer (his
shop was at the sign of the Adam and Eve), with the three dramatists names on the title page.
Scholars have little doubt about the general accuracy of the attribution; the doubt that does
exist centers on the role of Massinger, since the play shows many typical signs of being a
Middleton/Rowley collaboration. Probably all critics are sure of the presence of Middleton and
Rowley, but Massingers contribution has been difficult to trace. David Lake, in his study of
attribution problems in the Middleton canon, holds that Massingers share consisted only of a
light revision, and that signs of his hand are strongest in the first half of the single scene in Act
V, the trial scene.
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